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Some say ethics is just knowing and doing the right thing. Knowing the difference between right and wrong
is easy, but doing the right thing is much more difficult! Building our character traits of caring, trustworthiness, respect, fairness, responsibility, and citizenship helps to make doing the right thing a little easier.

Caring means showing concern for others, both to people you work with and to your animals. A caring
youth will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

help new exhibitors
say “thank you” and express your appreciation for others
congratulate other exhibitors
avoid gossip, negative publicity, taunting, and teasing others
provide daily feed and water
provide a clean barn or stall
treat the animal humanely

Caring for animals includes placing more importance on the health and safety of the animal than the opportunity to go to the big show!

Respect is treating people like you would like to be treated. Respectful youth will:
•
•
•
•

speak kindly about leaders, fair committees, and fellow 4-H’ers and listen to others
keep animals comfortable and clean, treat them humanely
provide daily feeding and watering
follow proper drug use to produce a safe, high quality product for consumers

Trustworthiness means doing what you say you will do. A trustworthy youth will:
•
•
•
•

provide daily care for your animals or make arrangements for help
follow the rules for animal ownership and registration
consult with a veterinarian and read labels before administering any medication
follow all food safety rules and withdrawal times, and use only approved drugs

Fairness means listening to others, playing by the rules, and treating everyone equally. A fair youth will:
•
•
•
•

follow ownership and registration deadlines
know and follow show rules
be considerate of other exhibitors
speak well of winners and resist the temptation to gossip
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Responsibility means doing the right thing, considering the consequences of your actions, and being
accountable for your decisions. Responsible youth will:
• care for animals daily
• train animals to be exhibited safely
• read, know, and abide by all rules
• follow entry deadlines
• read and follow all drug and medication rules and regulations
take care of the property of others

Responsibility is also demonstrated by good sportsmanship, good herdsmanship, and good showmanship
at ALL times, not just when the judge is watching.

Citizenship means helping others and obeying the law. Youth demonstrate citizenship when they:
•
•
•
•

help others in need
work with less experienced exhibitors to improve their skills and knowledge
share resources with others
follow quality assurance methods to produce a product safe for consumers

Over the past decade, scandals have affected both 4-H and FFA shows nationwide due to the illegal use of
drugs, physical alterations of animals, false ownership, and using professional fitters when the rules specified that it was not allowed. This has been damaging to the program and to consumer’s confidence in the
product we produce. It is time to place emphasis on learning rather than winning. Building your character
traits can help accomplish this.
By exhibiting the six character traits of caring, respect, trustworthiness, fairness, responsibility, and citizenship, you will help to build the positive image of 4-H and FFA.

Reference to products in this publication is not intended to be an endorsement to the exclusion of others which may be similar. Persons using such products assume responsibility for their use in accordance
with current directions of the manufacturer. The information represented herein is believed to be accurate but is in no way guaranteed. The authors, reviewers, and publishers assume no liability in connection with any use for the products discussed and make no warranty, expressed or implied, in that respect, nor can it be assumed that all safety measures are indicated herein or that additional measures may
be required. The user therefore, must assume full responsibility, both as to persons and as to property, for the use of these materials including any which might be covered by patent.
This material may be available in alternative formats.
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Information developed for the Pork Information Gateway, a project of the U.S. Pork Center of
Excellence supported fully by USDA/Agricultural Research Service, USDA/Cooperative State
Research, Education, and Extension Service, Pork Checkoff, NPPC, state pork associations from
Iowa, Kentucky, Missouri, Mississippi, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, and Utah, and the Extension
Services from several cooperating Land-Grant Institutions including Iowa State University, North
Carolina State University, University of Minnesota, University of Illinois, University of Missouri,
University of Nebraska, Purdue University, The Ohio State University, South Dakota State
University, Kansas State University, Michigan State University, University of Wisconsin, Texas A
& M University, Virginia Tech University, University of Tennessee, North Dakota State University,
University of Georgia, University of Arkansas, and Colorado State University.
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